
Early Years Government Funded Childcare is money 
provided by central government to ensure that all 
eligible two, three and four year olds have access to 
quality early years education.

ALL three and four year olds and some two year olds are entitled 
to 570 hours of government funded nursery education per year 
(September to August). 

Traditionally this funding was offered for 15 hours a week for 38 weeks of the year but can now be 
stretched over the full year in order to prevent higher bills during unfunded weeks - Therefore giving 
children 11.18 hours per week, 51 weeks of the year, instead of 15 hours per week, 38 weeks of the year.

From September 2017, many three and four year olds may 
now be entitled to a further 570 hours of government funded 
childcare a year - 1140 hours in total. 

Therefore giving children 22.35 hour per week, 51 weeks of the year, instead of 30 hours per week, 38 
weeks of the year.

To be eligible, you, and any partner, must each expect to earn (on average) at least £120 a week (equal to 
16 hours at the National Minimum or Living Wage). If you, or your partner, are on maternity, paternity or 
adoption leave, or you’re unable to work because you are disabled or have caring responsibilities, you could 
still be eligible. 

30 hours government funded childcare is not available if you, or your partner, expect to earn £100,000 or 
more. To check your eligibility visit www.childcarechoices.gov.uk
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When does my child become eligible for funding?
Children are eligible from the term following their third birthday. This table shows when your child will become eligible:

If your child is born between They are eligible to receive their funding from 

1 April and 31 August 1st September following their third birthday or the 
beginning of the autumn school term

1 September and 31 December 1st January following their third birthday or the beginning 
of the spring school term

1 January and 31 March 1st April following their third birthday or the beginning of 
the summer school term

How do I apply to receive the funding?
To receive the standard 570 hours, we will give you a Parent Declaration Form on which you should confirm your child’s 
details, which setting they attend and how many hours they attend each week. We will then submit a claim for funding 
to the local authority. 

To receive the additional 570 hours (1140 in total), please visit www.childcarechoices.gov.uk to register and apply. You 
will then be given a code which you will need to submit to the nursery in order for us to validate your claim.

N.B. Your code is only valid for 3 months at a time, therefore if you apply for your code more than 3 months before your 
child is eligible to receive funding, you will have to log in to reactivate your code. You also need to log in and reactivate 
your code every three months.

  

Stretched Funding
The nursery receives funding for 38 weeks of the year starting in September (Autumn term).  The year is broken down 
into 3 terms (Autumn, Spring, Summer). The number of funded weeks paid per term varies each term. 

The number of hours stretched is the full years allocation, 38 weeks, divided by 51 billing weeks; 11.18 hours for 15 
hours entitlement and 22.35 hours for 30 hours entitlement. Stretched funding allows you to use your hours over the 
full year, rather than just the school term time weeks that they are paid to the nursery.  This allows you to spread your 
funding over 51 weeks (nursery is closed for 1 week at Christmas) preventing parents and carers having to pay higher 
bills for unfunded weeks.

 Receiving 15 hours funding: 
Number of weeks

(52 weeks less 1 week closed for Xmas)
= 51 weeks

Total number of hours:
38 funded weeks x 15 funded hours 

= 570 hours
Stretched over 51 weeks (570 ٪ 51)

 = 11.18 hours per week

Receiving 30 hours funding:
Number of weeks

(52 weeks less 1 week closed for Xmas)
= 51 weeks

Total number of hours:
38 funded weeks x 30 funded hours 

= 1140 hours
Stretched over 51 weeks (1140 ٪ 51)

= 22.35 hours per week
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Charges for Additional Services 
The funding that the Government provides does not cover the cost of consumables such as snacks and meals, craft, 
baking and equipment, or extra services such as Forest School, Tapestry learning journals, parents evenings and 
reports, staff training, qualified Early Years teachers and Primary School teachers etc. Therefore, there is an Additional 
Services charge to cover these costs. 

The Additional Services charges per session are as follows:

Full Day £16.00 Morning session £14.00
Short Day £16.00 Afternoon session £10.50

These charges, will be calculated based upon the proportion of the session that the funded hours cover. The charge for 
the whole month will appear as one figure on your monthly invoice.

How is the Funding applied to my invoice?
Funded hours are deducted from the number of hours that your child attends.  The remaining hours or sessions are 
charged at the normal nursery rate.  The maximum number of funded hours that can be taken in one day is 10 hours. 

What happens if a parent loses eligibility for the additional 570 hours? 
They will receive a “grace period” – this means they will be able to keep their childcare for a short period. Once the 
“grace period” has lapsed, the parent may be entitled to the universal 15 hour entitlement. 

What happens if I want more sessions at nursery? 
Any sessions or hours taken that are over and above the Early Years Funding will be charged at our normal nursery rate 
that is applicable at that time. Any additional sessions must be agreed, in advance, with the nursery. 

What if I want to increase or decrease my funded hours?
You will need to complete a new Early Years Funding declaration if the number of Early Years funded hours change. The 
change in funded hours may change the value of the monthly invoice. We shall re look at calculations and can advise 
you accordingly in readiness for your next invoice that is due. 

What if I want to attend more than one setting?
You can divide your funded hours between a maximum of three childcare settings. The funding can be split, depending 
on the number of hours your child attends at each one. 

What if I move to another setting?
If you find yourself needing to move your child from our setting, we require one full month’s notice in writing.  We will 
inform the local authority immediately and any funding already paid which your child won’t be receiving will be re-
claimed by the local authority before it can be re-allocated to the new setting. 
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To see how Early Years Funding will reduce your nursery bill, 
please talk to us about your requirements and we can provide 
you with a quote. 

Help paying for childcare
There are lots of different ways in which families can get help with the cost of childcare.
Childcare Choices brings together all the government childcare offers in one place for the first time. As well as current 
schemes, Childcare Choices introduces Tax-Free Childcare and 30 hours – two new offers that came into effect in 
September 2017. 

To find out more about the new and existing offers, and how they can help you, go to 
the Childcare Choices website at www.childcarechoices.gov.uk

Use the Childcare Calculator at www.gov.uk/childcare-calculator to see what offers 
are available to support you and your family. 
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